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SITE ADDRESS
South West Yorkshire Partnership NHS Foundation Trust
Fieldhead
OuchthorpeLane
Wakefield
WF1 3SP

PROPOSED WORKS
Construction of extensions of 2 Adult acute wards. A seclusion suite added 
to Thornhill and Sandal Wards. Both with associated therapy, support and 
ancillary spaces refurbished.

SIZE OF WORKS
Total Site Area: 154,817 m2
Site Area: 8193 m2
Building GIFA: 2195 m2 (Including proposed)
ExtensionGIFA: 439 m2
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Introduction
This planning and consultation statement has been
prepared to support the full planning application for the
developmentof extensions/ refurbishmentsat the Bretton
Centrein FieldheadHospitalsite.

The application is being made by Gilling Dod Architects,
workingfor SouthWestYorkshireNHSFoundationTrust.

Thisdocumentshouldbe consideredtogether with the full
submission, including the following supplementary
documents:

ÅApplicationform
ÅFullsetof architecturaldrawings
ÅPlanning,DesignandAccessStatement(thisdocument)
ÅLandscapeDrawings
ÅCoalminingriskassessment
ÅBatsurvey
ÅDrainagePhilosophy

1.1 Project Introduction
Project Background and Development

Project Need
The Bretton Centrewas designedto provide a Low Secure
Adult mental health service at FieldheadHospital . The
centre is currently occupiedby two acute mental health
wardsςSandalandThornhill.

Due to a significant Covid outbreak which was blamed
partly on the communalBathrooms,the NHSTrusthasbeen
through an options appraisalto overcomethis issue. The
conclusionof this process is to add extensionsto both
wardsto provideensuitebedroomsand improvedseclusion
facilitiesaswell asanadditionalextracaresuite.
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Project Context 1.
PART 1 ςPROJECT CONTEXT
1.1 Introduction
1.2 Proposal Overview
1.3 Site and Context
1.4 Existing Buildings and Uses
1.5 Site History
1.6 Client Brief

Site Location in Wakefield
(Image: Google Maps) 
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1.2 Proposal Overview
Project Background and Development
Design Considerations
The overall requirement for the new development is to provide a
therapeuticenvironment; the characteristicsof which are that patients
should be admitted to the ward for the shortest possible time and
treated in a way which createsthe least disruption to their lives with
accessto the mostappropriatemedicationandtreatmentprogrammes.

Thespaceswithin the developmentshouldbe flexible to allow patients
to engagein group and individualactivitiesand at all-times ensurethe
patientsprivacyanddignity.

The designof eachward and the sharedarea should provide patients
with informal spacesto sit and talk with staff. There will also be
dedicatedprivate rooms suchas counsellingrooms to allow discussion
with patients who wish to speak with staff in a more private
environment. Thegeneralatmosphereof the wardsto be light andwith
aΨƘƻƳŜƭȅΩfeel.

Externalspacesare also required for patients to access. In somecases
these should within the boundaryof the building but others could be
external to the building boundaryfor patients who can leavethe ward
either accompaniedor unaccompanied,these areas should provide
interestandspaceto sit.

TheTrustbelievesthe safetyof patients,staff andvisitorsis their utmost
priority in recognisingits responsibilitiesand duty of care to ensure
provisionof safeandsecureenvironments.

Due to the recently updated HTM 03-01 specialisedventilation for
healthcarebuildings,the trust haverequestedthat improvedmechanical
ventilation shouldbe providednot only to the proposedextensionsbut
the existingunit aswell. Therequirement,following the pandemic,has
significantlyincreasedthe amountof plant requiredfor the scheme.

Asthe groundfloor is limited for spacethe plant asto be locatedwithin
the roof space. Theexistingbuildingwasa flat roof originallyon whicha
trussed pitched roof was added at a later date due to on going
maintenanceissues. The structure and height of this roof has made it
impossibleto locatethe plant with in this area. Thereis no other choice
but to locatedtheseabovethe proposedextensionswhich has lead to
their two storey appearance. Whilst usuallyavoided the precedent to
this designhasalreadybeenset on Newton Lodgean TheUnity Centre
whichis in-keepingwith the surroundingsite.

Project Timescale
Subject to a positive planning submission, the project is aiming to start 
construction in 2022.

Adjacencies
The brief was developed alongside the clinical and estates team at 
FieldheadHospital. 
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1.3 Site and Context
The Site Today

Adjacencies
The proposed site is located on Ouchthorpe
Lane off Bar Lane, approximately one and a half 
kilometres North of the centre of Wakefield.  

To the North of the Bretton Centre is the 
Normanton Golf club. Green buffer to the West 
of some open fields and heavy 
foliage/undergrowth. Finally to the South and 
East is the rest of FieldheadHospital and the 
neighbouring Oasis Centre. The hospital has a 
one way system as shown by the arrow on the 
drawing below for access to the Bretton Centre 
through FieldheadHospital.

Newton Lodge

Green Buffer

Oasis Centre

RyburnUnit

Site Access
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1.4 Existing Site Views
Site Analysis

The site for the extension / refurbishment is an
existingunit locatedwithin FieldheadHospital.

Thewider areasurroundingthe unit is the fieldhead
hospital to the East and South, with a green belt
buffer to the WestandNorth

The existing building on site is The Bretton Centre
managedby South West YorkshireNHSFoundation
Trustwhichhastwo genderspecificinpatientward.

The hospital provides inpatient services,specialist
assessment, care and treatment to people
experiencingmentalhealthdifficulties.


