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Children’s Speech and Language Therapy 

How to play Happy Families (Initial sounds) 
 
The aim of the game is to get as many Happy Families as possible. 
 
How to play 
 
Shuffle the cards and place in a pile face down on the table.  Each player takes it in turns to 
pick up a card.  
Player 1 picks up a card. They then name the picture. In this example the card is spell.  
They put the card on the table for everyone to see.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Player 2 takes a card and names the picture.  If it is a matching card, they can take the 
matching card off the other players. In this example player 2 has 2 “spell” cards.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When the (last) card in a family is picked up, that player keeps all 3 cards. They have a 
Happy Family. No one can take the family of cards off them.    

 
When you have a Happy Family, you repeat the word 3 times – for example – spell, spell, 
spell.   
 
Happy families can be used when practising speech steps with your child. You can also try 
our Game ideas for sound cards when using happy families.  
 
Watch our Happy families video demonstration on our channel. This pack includes sets of 
happy families for all sounds in all word positions.  
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